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S.B. 412 (COMM) AN ACT INCREASING MEDICAID RATES FOR COMPLEX CARE NURSING 

SERVICES.   

Senator Lesser, Representative Gilchrist and distinguished members of the Human 

Services Committee, I am Frank Sellman, the parent of an in-home complex care nursing 

recipient. 

I am the father of Amelia Sellman.  I am writing to you today on the behalf of Amelia and 

the many other medically complex adults living in CT.   

I am in favor of S.B. 412, An Act Increasing Medicaid Rates for Complex Care Nursing 

Services.  I implore you to ensure that the Complex Care Nursing rate is the same for 

children and adults. It is both discriminatory and appalling that in 2021 the state 

intentionally implemented a rate based on age. 

Amelia, is a home health complex nursing care patient.  Amelia is 21 years-old and has 

cerebral palsy and chronic lung disease.  She is non-ambulatory, non-verbal, needs 

oxygen with BiPAP; and receives respiratory, suctioning, and nebulizer treatments every 

two hours.   

Before receiving nursing at home, she was a frequent flyer to the hospital spending 

weeks at a time in the hospital.  Once she started receiving in-home nursing care with 

the increased medical interventions, her visits to the hospital have diminished and her 

overall health and wellbeing remains strong. 

Amelia is a bright, beautiful, and engaged young woman who loves going to school, 

listening to Taylor Swift, taking the dogs for walks, and baking cakes with her younger 

sister.  She communicates with an iPad.  Thanks to nursing at home, she is thriving. 

Getting Amelia in-home care was extremely challenging.  There were only two or three 

home health agencies in CT that would provide complex nursing services at home, due to 

the low complex care Medicaid rates.  It took us months to find a provider who would 

take Amelia as a patient. For eleven years, Amelia has received in-home complex care 



 

nursing, and we have been grateful every day for this important service.  In this time, not 

only has Amelia had very few hospital episodes, since then, her health is far better than 

what doctors predicted.  The consistent at-home interventions have kept her as healthy 

as possible and living a happy, thriving life.   

That said, her prognosis continues to become more complex as she ages.  Growing into 

adulthood, the weight of her skeleton impinges on her organs.  This has affected her 

respiratory and skin health.  This has meant adjustments to her nursing care, including 

increased oxygen required at night and skin management to prevent breakdown due to 

non-motility.  Both of these changes have been easily managed by the in-home complex 

care nursing we have for her. 

However, the recent changes in the Medicaid rate, giving patients over eighteen years of 

age, a lower rate makes Amelia extremely vulnerable.  I fear we will lose our nurses if 

they can be paid more to care for younger patients.  This would be devastating for 

Amelia and our family. 

Amelia will graduate from high school in June.  My whole family is looking forward to 

celebrating her great achievement.  At the same time, I am fighting to assemble the 

needed services and day programming she will need to ensure she continues to have an 

active thriving life.  We need a supportive and sustainable method of continuing her at-

home nursing.  

Respectfully, I have to ask why this change was put in place to have separate rates for 

those under and over age eighteen?  Is Amelia, and others of similar age less valuable to 

the state of Connecticut than someone who is under the age of eighteen?  To even have 

to ask this question is extremely disappointing. 

Please approve SB 412 and bring parity to adult and pediatric in-home complex care 

Medicaid rates, and continue to support adequate funding for complex nursing care 

overall so that Amelia and others like her can continue to live safe at home where they 

belong.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. Feel free to contact me with any 

questions. 

 

Frank Sellman 

917-693-3403 

franksellman@gmail.com 
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